
Warm regards,

Rohit Loomba, MD, MHSc
Professor of Medicine
Director, MASLD Research Center
Chief, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology
UC San Diego Health
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UC San Diego #1 for
Gastroenterology &

Hepatology Research

Dear UCSD Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology Team,

As the year draws to a close, I want to extend my heartfelt holiday greetings and
express my deep gratitude for your dedicated service and the significant milestones
we have achieved together. This year, we have strengthened our culture of kindness,
mutual respect, growth, innovation, 

and creativity, vital to our tripartite mission. During this holiday season, I encourage each of you to take
some well-deserved time to relax and reconnect with family and friends. Let us also reflect on and be
thankful for our exceptional colleagues, whose inspiration drives us to continuously strive towards
becoming better versions of ourselves.

May this season bring you all hope, love, inspiration, and tranquility.
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Congratulations to

Nabil, Laurel,

Selena & Amanda!
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2024 Isenberg
Endowed Lectureship

Dr. Vijay Shah, MD
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UCSD DIVISION OF GI & HEPATOLOGY 
SANFORD & BURNHAM PREBYS

LIVER MEETING RECEPTION
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Dr. Singh has a broad background in health outcomes research, with specific training and experience in patient-
centered comparative effectiveness research, population health management and value-based care in inflammatory
bowel diseases (IBD). The theme of his research program is improving clinical care and informing clinical practice,
answering questions that arise during daily patient interactions. In order to answer these questions, he conducts large
pragmatic trials funded through PCORI and CDC and secondary data analysis of a variety of data sources including
administrative claims databases, national registries, multi-site electronic health record-based registries, secondary
analysis of clinical trials, and uses sophisticated statistical methods such as network meta-analysis, propensity score
methods, marginal structural models, etc. He has been funded by the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation to build COMPARE-
IBD, to establish a Clinical Research Center of Excellence focusing on comparative effectiveness research in IBD. He
also has extensive experience in knowledge synthesis and evidence-based medicine and has led numerous clinical
guidelines for the American Gastroenterological Association as a GRADE methodologist. In his capacity as the Chair of
the AGA Clinical Guidelines Committee, he has innovated in the field of guideline development, completing the first
ever living guidelines in the field of gastroenterology and leveraged generative AI for conducting systematic reviews.
Dr. Singh serves as the Senior Associate Editor for Clinical Gastroenterology and Hepatology, AGA’s leading clinical
practice journal. Nationally, he serves as Deputy Director for Research for IBD Qorus, a national quality of care initiative
launched by the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation, and at UCSD, he serves as a mentor for the newly formed Center for
Learning Health Systems Science. To date, he has published >325 original research and review articles that have been
cited >34,000 times with an h-index of 95, with high impact publications in JAMA, the BMJ, Gastroenterology, Lancet
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, etc.

Siddharth Singh, M.D., M.S.
Associate Professor of Medicine
Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, with  
adjunct appointment in the
Division of Biomedical Informatics & Division of
Geriatrics, Gerontology and Palliative Care
Director, UCSD IBD Center

FACULTY 
SPOTLIGHT

Top 3 Publications:

Singh S, Loftus EV Jr, Limketkai BN, Haydek JP, Agrawal M, Scott FI, Ananthakrishnan AN;
AGA Clinical Guidelines Committee. AGA Living Clinical Practice Guideline on
Pharmacological Management of Moderate-to-Severe Ulcerative Colitis. Gastroenterology.
2024 Dec;167(7):1307-1343

Singh S, Murad MH, Fumery M, Sedano R, Jairath V, Panaccione R, Sandborn WJ, Ma C.
Comparative eHicacy and safety of biologic therapies for moderate-to-severe Crohn's
disease: a systematic review and network meta-analysis. Lancet Gastroenterol Hepatol.
2021 Dec;6(12):1002-1014

Meserve J, Luo J, Zhu W, Veeravalli N, Bandoli G, Chambers CD, Singh AG, Boland BS,
Sandborn WJ, Mahadevan U, Singh S. Paternal Exposure to Immunosuppressive and/or
Biologic Agents and Birth Outcomes in Patients With Immune-Mediated Inflammatory
Diseases. Gastroenterology. 2021 Jul;161(1):107-115
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Welcoming new CLINICAL STAFF 

Healthcare 

Provider

of th
e Year
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Brigid Boland was honored
as the Healthcare Provider

of the Year at the 10th
annual Champions of Hope
for the Crohn's and Colitis
Foundation of the greater

San Diego area. 

The Foundation’s annual gala brings together IBD supporters, local business leaders, and prominent
area providers, caregivers, and patients to thank and honor their contributions to the IBD community.
The gala honors distinguished community members who have made an impact in the field of IBD and
honored Brigid Boland this year for her contributions to the Crohn's and Colitis Foundation Community
as a member of the board and a beloved provider specializing in the care of IBD patients. Angelina
Collins, NP and William Sandborn, MD introduced Brigid Boland as the honoree this year.
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FELLOWS

CORNER
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A Remarkable GI Fellowship Match: One of Our Most Successful Yet!

We are thrilled to announce that this year's GI fellowship match was one of the most successful we’ve ever had! The caliber of

applicants was exceptional, and we are proud of the talented fellows we will be welcoming to our program.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all the faculty members who dedicated their time and expertise to the interview process. Your

involvement played a crucial role in identifying the future leaders in Gastroenterology/Hepatology. We would also like to extend special

thanks to our Chief Fellows, Erin Song and Mark Kowalczyk, for their outstanding coordination of the interview days via Zoom. Their

efforts ensured everything ran smoothly despite the virtual format.

Additionally, we cannot overlook the incredible support provided by our administrative team, particularly Alyssa Lorenzo, whose

leadership in managing the logistical and administrative efforts during this match was invaluable. Alyssa's commitment to ensuring a

seamless process truly made all the difference.

We are excited to introduce this year’s fellows, who are featured below, and look forward to watching them thrive in their training:



Updates from the San Diego Digestive Diseases Research Center (SDDRC)

Core Services and Updates

Human Translational Core provides:

Access to well-characterized human biospecimens for patients with Metabolic dysfunction-associated

steatotic liver disease (MASLD) and Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD). 

Access to archival clinical (GI/liver) tissue samples (stained or unstained slides) from the Pathology

Department. 

Consultation in pathology, biostatistics, and protocol design.

Now offering Biostatistical weekly office hour with Xinlian Zhang, PhD, via Zoom, every Tuesday from 11:00

am - 12:00 pm. 

Preclinical Models Core provides:

Services in histology and microscopy including tissue preparation, help in establishing proper fixation, routine

and specialized staining, slide scanning, multiplex immunofluorescence, state-of-the-art microscopy, second

harmonic generation collagen imaging, intravital imaging, and image analysis.

Access to germ-free and gnotobiotic mice, and various murine models of liver and gastrointestinal disease.  

Access to Human Liver Resource services, which include primary liver cells and liver tissue 

Now offering virtual monthly histopathology office hours with Kenneth Kim, DACVP, 3rd Thursday of the

month from 12:00-1:00 pm.

Now offering virtual monthly histology office hours with Zbigniew Mikulski, PhD, 2nd Tuesday of the month

from 1:00-2:00 pm.

Microbiomics & Functional Genomics Core provides:

Sample processing 

Sequencing-based assays: Microbiome sequencing (16S, ITS, shotgun), RNA-seq, Single-cell sequencing

(RNA, ATAC, Multiome), Spatial transcriptomics, Other sequencing-based assays (e.g. miRNA-Seq, ChIP-Seq)

Now offering Spatial transcriptomics

Bioinformatics support:

         Microbiomics (e.g. OTU, α/β diversity, shotgun metagenomics, archiving)

Functional genomics (e.g. transcript quantitation, systems biology interpretation) 

Consultation and training in specific experimental and analytical techniques related to microbiomics and

functional genomics.

The overall mission of the SDDRC is to support basic, translational and clinical research that will lead to improved

treatment and prevention of important inflammatory diseases of the gastrointestinal tract and liver. Drs. Schnabl

and Eckmann have been directing the Center since its inception in 2019. The SDDRC is providing the following

services:
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Please visit our website http://sddrc.ucsd.edu for up-to-date

information about the Center and its upcoming events. 

Follow us on X (Formerly known as Twitter):

https://twitter.com/SDDRC 

Direct all questions to sddrc@health.ucsd.edu  

SDDRC
Symposium

Date/Time: 
Friday 2/21/25, 1:30 - 5:15pm, Pacific Time

Location:
MET - MedEd - Lower Auditorium

Hybrid Meeting

In addition to keynote speakers, there will be

presentations by the SDDRC 2023-24 Pilot &

Feasibility awardees, a member of the patient

community advisory board, and representatives from

SDDRC cores. There will be a reception with food and

beverages.

SDDRC
Seminar

Date/Time: 

Monday 1/27/25, 12:00 – 1:00 pm, Pacific Time,

Leichtag-107 (Lecture Room)- Hybrid meeting 

Presenter: 

Gregory J. Gores, MD, 

Reuben R. Eisenberg Professor of Medicine and

Physiology Gastroenterology and Hepatology, 

College of Medicine and Science, Mayo Clinic,

Rochester, MN

Science at Lunchtime

Date/Time: 

Monday 3/10/25, 12:15 – 1:15 pm, Pacific Time,

BRF2- 5A03 (Conference Room) - Hybrid Meeting 

Presenter: 

Ravinder Mittal, MD, 

Professor, Department of Medicine, 

Division of Gastroenterology, UC San Diego

If you have used the Center services,

please remember to cite the SDDRC in your

publications, “This work was supported by

the San Diego Digestive Diseases Research

Center (P30 DK120515).”
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Upcoming Events
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Other Events

DDW Reception
May 2025

SDDRC Symposium
February 21, 2025

Gastroenterology & Hepatology News is distributed by the
Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology. 

 If you have any questions/comments or wish to be
removed from this list, please contact

giadmin@health.ucsd.edu 

mailto:giadmin@health.ucsd.edu

